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Britain was not the only country in which industrialization could have
started. In fact, its technology in the mid-eighteenth century owed much to
other Western European countries.In a number of ways, however, Britain was
the most likely place for industrialization to begin. As the map on this page
shows, Britain — Central England and the Lowlands of Scotland — had all of
the right natural assets to develop into an industrial country.

Agriculture: between 1650 and 1800, Britain was able
to almost double its food production without significant
additions to its cultivated land or to the work force in
agriculture. This was the first and perhaps most impor-
tant step in Britain's industrial growth.

Favourable Coastline: many good harbours made
possible the development of major ports.

Navigable River System: with the Thames, Severnand
Trent rivers at its heart, inland areas were linked to the
sea and to each other.

Why Did It Start in Britain? 80

Britain had several important cultural advantages. Many people were
skilled, had some basic education and were accustomed to town life. Social |
relations between landowners and wealthy merchants were already close. |
Banks, landowners and merchants were ready to invest in economic develop-
ment. Finally, the English government did not discourage independent inven-
tors and businessmen who could create wealth.

Coalfields: rich and extensive — already well developed
in the northeast at the start of the Industrial Revolution.
Coal was essential to the making of iron and steel and
the fueling of steam engines.

Metallic Ores: good supplies of iron, copper, tin and
lead — not only were all these ores already widely used
in manufacturing, but they were vital to the building
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. a L » v o of new manufacturing and transportation systems.
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